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Imports. The colonists could not import any article except
through England.

Exports. There were many articles which the colonists could
send only to England and to no other country.

Carrying Trade. All the exports and imports of the colonies
were carried in English or colonial ships. The colonies could not
avail of the cheaper rates offered by foreign countries.

Manufactures. The colonies could not start manufactures which
competed with the industries of England. The colonists suffered a
great deal and they seriously resented this restriction.

Political Causes

The Governor's Position. Governor was appointed by the
-Crown for an indefinite period but later on this period was fixed.
The Governor's salary differed in different colonies. It was perma-
nently provided in the budget of some colonies but it was votable
every year in case of other colonies. The Board of Trade and Plan-
tation insisted that all the colonies should fix up the salary, but the
colonies refused to do so. This defiant attitude of the colonies did
not please the British Board of Trade and Plantation.

Veto Power. The Governors and the Crown possessed veto
power (the power to reject) with regard to the laws passed by the
legislatures of the colonies. Some bills passed by the legislative bodies
of the colonies were actually vetoed. This gave a cause of strong
resentment to the colonies.

Appointment of Judges. The Judges were appointed and paid
by the colonies. But the Crown, anxious to keep the judges under
its influence, suggested that they should be appointed by the Crown
but paid by the colonies. It was an undue interference by the Home
Government with the internal affairs of the colonies which the latter
strongly resented.

Militia Question. Some colonies kept their militia as an extra
means of their defence. The militia was under the /independent con-
trol of the colony officers, but the Home Government wanted to re-
move the control of the colony officers over the militia and place it
under its own officers. The colonies were strongly opposed to this
interference.

N.B. The regular army of the colony was under the command
of the Governor, The Home Government wanted that
the colony should have no control over the militia but like
the regular army of the colony it should be under the offi-
cers appointed by the Home Government.

Its End

The Old Colonial System seriously strained the relations between
England and her colonies. The general causes of economic and poli-
tical unrest (as explained above) coupled with several other causes
Jed to the War of American Independence which ultimately lost Ame-